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Summary
The Precise ID® for Account Opening score assesses the validity of the identity information 
presented, evaluates the risk of identity theft and first-party fraud, and alerts users of potential  
high-risk conditions.  

The score is based on multiple data sources, including consumer information sourced from both 
credit and noncredit activities. This report provides aggregated performance and score distributions 
across a blended sample of data.

Benchmark data
The Precise ID for Account Opening score has been validated many times on data sets provided by 
clients for performance analysis. The results below are from an aggregation of results done in 2015. 
The samples come from five different portfolios. The sizes of the individual samples range from 
106,000 to 350,000 records, for a total of almost 1.2 million records. 

The samples contain a mix of records identified with a fraud type of either identity fraud or first 
payment default. The fraud types are not separated reliably, and hence the performance evaluation 
is done only at the combined level. The bad rate of the combined sample is 0.73 percent. The date 
range for the records spans November 2011 to October 2014.

Score cutoffs and strategy design 
A common question for this performance report is if it can be used to set score cutoffs and to design 
strategies. The performance report does not provide a precise prediction of the detection rates and 
false positive ratios that a given client will experience. Actual performance will vary due to different 
natural fraud rates, client policies, industry characteristics, available data and other factors.

Experian® recommends that clients actively track and evaluate their outcome data to gain insight into 
the performance expectations for their incoming records. This data can be used to validate scores on 
client-specific data and help set up cutoffs and design strategies.

In the absence of sufficient performance data, clients may use the performance report as a starting 
point for choosing cutoffs and developing strategies. Clients using the performance report instead 
of actual performance data may want to set cutoffs based on volume to maintain a desired approval 
rate. Furthermore, cutoffs and strategies can be improved greatly by collecting performance data 
and monitoring score performance on an ongoing basis.

 



Score 
threshold

Total 
population

Nonfrauds Frauds Fraud rate
False  

positive ratio

0 0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.00% 0.0

235 1% 0.9% 5.6% 4.27% 22.4

271 2% 1.6% 9.6% 4.23% 22.6

295 2% 2.3% 13.2% 4.01% 23.9

314 3% 3.2% 16.7% 3.76% 25.6

330 4% 4.0% 20.1% 3.55% 27.2

344 5% 5.1% 23.6% 3.33% 29.1

357 6% 6.2% 27.0% 3.11% 31.2

368 8% 7.4% 30.1% 2.93% 33.2

378 9% 8.5% 33.2% 2.79% 34.8

388 10% 9.8% 36.2% 2.67% 36.5

396 11% 11.0% 38.8% 2.54% 38.4

405 13% 12.5% 41.7% 2.41% 40.5

412 14% 13.8% 43.8% 2.29% 42.6

420 16% 15.3% 46.1% 2.17% 45.0

427 17% 16.8% 48.3% 2.09% 46.9

458 25% 24.5% 57.6% 1.71% 57.5

486 33% 32.8% 66.1% 1.47% 67.1

510 41% 40.9% 72.4% 1.29% 76.4

533 49% 48.5% 78.0% 1.17% 84.1

555 56% 56.2% 82.1% 1.07% 92.6

576 62% 62.3% 85.5% 1.00% 98.6

597 68% 68.1% 88.1% 0.95% 104.6

618 74% 73.6% 90.4% 0.90% 110.3

639 78% 78.1% 92.3% 0.87% 114.5

660 82% 81.8% 93.7% 0.84% 118.2

681 85% 85.1% 95.0% 0.82% 121.2

703 88% 88.0% 96.1% 0.80% 123.9

725 91% 90.5% 97.2% 0.79% 126.0

748 93% 92.7% 98.0% 0.77% 128.0

773 95% 94.8% 98.6% 0.76% 130.1

806 97% 97.0% 99.2% 0.75% 132.3

999 100% 100.0% 100.0% 0.73% 135.3
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Appendix: How to read the performance report
This performance report shows statistical performance for the Precise ID for Account 
Opening score across a diverse aggregate sample of data. The charts and plots reflect 
the combined experience of many entities in aggregate and do not provide a precise 
prediction of the exact performance a given client will experience. The performance 
reports demonstrate the score’s capacity to rank-order fraud. They also may be used  
to approximate general performance expectations.

The performance report example below includes a performance table and a detection 
plot. Please note that the data in the performance table and the detection plot is for 
example purposes only — it is not based on actual Precise ID® score data samples.  
For Precise ID for Account Opening score performance information, please refer to  
the performance table and detection plot shown on the preceding pages.  

Performance tables
The performance tables are cumulative statistics. The row in grey is used  
to provide some detail on what each column and associated cells represent.

Score 
threshold

Total 
population

Nonfrauds Frauds Fraud rate
False 

 positive ratio*
0 0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0

331 1% 0.9% 26.5% 6.9% 13.5
383

The cutoff —
transactions 
scoring at or 
below should 

have additional 
review or action

2%
Review rate — 
applications 
that score at  
or below 383

1.9%
Percentage of 
all non-frauds 
that score at  
or below 383  

36.5%
Percentage 

of frauds that 
score at or 
below 383

4.7%
Cumulative 

fraud rate for 
applications 
scoring at or 

below 383

20.1
Ratio of non-

frauds to frauds 
scoring at or 

below 383 

415 3% 2.9% 43.3% 3.7% 25.7
439 4% 3.9% 48.3% 3.1% 30.9
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

999 100% 100% 100% 0.3% 383.6
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Figure 1. Performance graph — percent of fraudulent accounts versus percent of total volume reviewed

Precise ID score name — performance table

Industry: Overall  |  Fraud type: Identity fraud
Figure 2. Example only — not actual Precise ID data
*The false positive ratio can be interpreted as the number of good accounts that have to be reviewed for each bad account that is detected.
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Detection plot
The detection plot is a graphical representation of the data in the total population and frauds 
columns of the performance table. For example, the diamond circled in red corresponds to the 
highlighted row in the performance table above. Thus, the graph shows that at a review rate  
of about 2 percent of the total population, the fraud detection rate is between 35 percent and 
40 percent. 

Precise ID Score name detection plot
Industry — overall
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Figure 3. Example only — not actual Precise ID data


